
 



ful adv. 1. very; 2. fully, completely 
symple and coy adj. unaffected and quiet, modest 
ooth noun oath 
Seinte Loy St. Eligius 
clepe verb call; clepeth 3rd prs. prsnt. sg. calls; cleped 
(ycleped) pst. Called 
weel, wel adv. Well 
soong, song verb, pst. sg. Sang 
entuned adj. Intoned 
ful semely, semyly in a very seemly manner 
fetisly adv. Elegantly 
mete noun food, dinner 
leet verb 1. allowed; 2. left 
depe adv. Deeply 
koude verb knew how to 
kepe verb keep, take care after, preserve 
curteisie noun gracious and considerate conduct, 
refinement of manners 
list, liste verb, prsnt. sg. please, pleases 
coppe noun cup 
ferthyng noun 1. speck, spot; 2. farthing (a coin worth 
one-fourth of a penny), something of little value 
grece noun grease 
raughte verb reached 
sikerly, sekirly adv. certainly, truly 
greet desport excellent deportment 
port noun bearing, manner 
countrefete verb imitate 
cheere, chere noun 1. manners, behaviour; 2. facial 
expression, look 
estatlich adj. Dignified 
digne of reverence adj. worthy of respect 
conscience noun moral sense and solicitude 
saugh verb, pst. sg. Saw 
dede, deed adj. dead 
smale adj. Small 
houndes noun pl. dogs 
wastel-breed noun expensive fine white bread 
soor, soore adv. sorely, bitterly; adj. painful, sore; noun 
misery, pain  
weep verb wept  
oon num. one  
hem pro. Them 
herte noun heart  
wympul noun wimple, a head dress that covers all but 
the face 
pynched adj. Pleated 
therto adv. Moreover 
rede, reed, reede adj. red 
fair adj. pleasing, handsome, fine, morally good 
brood adj. broad, wide 
trowe verb think, suppose 
hardily adv. Certainly 
ful fetys very elegant 
war adj 1. aware; 2. prudent 
bede noun bead, a small usually rounded and perforated 
piece of glass or stone for threading with others to make 
jewellery 
sheene, shene adj. bright, beautiful 
Amor vincit omnia (Latin) Love conquers all 

118 Ther was also a Nonne, a PRIORESSE, 
 That of hir smylyng was ful symple and coy; 

 
120 Hir gretteste ooth was but by Seinte Loy; 
 And she was cleped Madame Eglentyne. 
 Ful weel she soong the service dyvyne, 
 Entuned in hir nose ful semely, 
 And Frenssh she spak ful faire and fetisly, 

 
125 After the scole of Stratford-atte-Bowe, 
 For Frenssh of Parys was to hir unknowe. 
 At mete wel ytaught was she with alle: 
 She leet no morsel from hir lippes falle, 
 Ne wette hir fyngres in hir sauce depe; 

 
130 Wel koude she carie a morsel, and wel kepe 

 That no drope ne fille upon hir brist. 
 In curteisie was set ful muche hir list. 
 Hire over-lippe wyped she so clene 
 That in hir coppe ther was no ferthyng sene 

 
135 Of grece, whan she dronken hadde hir draughte. 
 Ful semely after hir mete she raughte. 
 And sikerly, she was of greet desport, 
 And ful plesaunt, and amyable of port, 
 And peyned hir to countrefete cheere 

 
140 Of court, and been estatlich of manere, 
 And to ben holden digne of reverence. 
 But, for to speken of hir conscience, 
 She was so charitable and so pitous 
 She wolde wepe, if that she saugh a mous 

 
145 Kaught in a trappe, if it were deed or bledde. 
 Of smale houndes hadde she, that she fedde 
 With rosted flessh, or milk and wastel-breed. 
 But soore weep she if oon of hem were deed, 
 Or if men smoot it with a yerde smerte; 

 
150 And al was conscience, and tendre herte. 
 Ful semyly hir wympul pynched was, 
 Hire nose tretys, hir eyen greye as glas, 
 Hir mouth ful smal, and therto softe and reed; 
 But sikerly she hadde a fair forheed; 

 
155 It was almoost a spanne brood, I trowe; 
 For, hardily, she was nat undergrowe. 
 Ful fetys was hir cloke, as I was war; 
 Of smal coral aboute hir arm she bar 
 A peire of bedes, gauded al with grene, 

 
160 An theron heng a brooch of gold ful sheene, 
 On which ther was first write a crowned A, 
 And after Amor vincit omnia.  
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